FIRST PART
THE HEROIC PERIOD
CHAPTER  I
Military Attache in Washington and Memo
At the end of March 1914 the following letter from the
War Ministry was received at the German Embassy in
Washington:
Ministry of War,
No. 536/14, GAL
Secret.                                             BERLIN,
March izth, 1914.
To the Military Attache,
Captain von Papen,
Washington.
According to newspaper reports several railway trains
were blown up by revolutionaries during the trouble in
Mexico.
In order to form an opinion whether in the event of
a European war explosions of this kind would have to be
reckoned with, it is requested that, if possible, information
should be obtained as to how these attacks have been
carried out. Were mines and explosives placed on lines
which were little guarded, or were the attacks carried out
from the train by igniting a charge of dynamite, or by
the employment of infernal machines ?
By order:
R. VON WILD.
Bomb outrages on railways, which to-day have un-
fortunately become a habit in all countries, at that time
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